Honors Capstone Research (HCR)
Summer Program 2022

It Always Ends in a Fight:
How a Vietnam Veteran is Allegorized by Marvel’s
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Archetypes are key to the processing and
representation of complex issues in both
popular media and psychology. In the United
States, combat veterans are generally
labeled as "Heroes" for having served their
country.
During the Vietnam War, public outrage
created a new archetypal soldier, a "Villain"
who was easy to blame, in the face of
unfamiliar moral ambiguity. Around the turn
of the 21st century, the view of Vietnam

veterans shifted into a murky area between
Hero and Villain, an archetype of their own.
The journey of the archetypal "Vietnam
Veteran" is mirrored in the journey of Bucky
Barnes (left), a character in the Marvel
Cinematic Universe also known as the Winter
Soldier. His characterization is compared
with the nonfictional experience of Richard
Waldron (far left), a late Vietnam veteran, as
a case study of the Vietnam Veteran
archetype.

Table: Casualties Reported On Feb 27 – Mar 4, 1967 by Five Infantry Units of the US Army in Vietnam.
Data compiled from the National Archives File Unit “Vietnam Conflict Extract Data File, as of April 29,
2008, 6/8/1956 - 5/28/2006” in the Series “Defense Casualty Analysis System (DCAS) Extract Files,
created ca. 2001 - 4/29/2008, documenting the period 6/28/1950 - 5/28/2006. - Record Group 330” which
includes records of US individuals who were Killed in Action (KIA), Missing in Action (MIA), Prisoners of
War (POW), or who died as a result of wounds or other occurrences during the Korean War or the
Vietnam Conflict.

Nov 10 1966
Myself and Jeff— poesing [sic] as
wreslters. [sic]
10 Nov 1966
A damn good looking soldier

Nov 10 1966
Myself and Jeff— getting ready
for a wrestling match

My 19th 20th
birthday and 3rd day
in V.N. I only had
two beers because
of the beer ration.
The man in the
picture is Big Willie
the bigist [sic] man
the the company
6’8” and 240 lbs.

Cam Rahn Bay 7 April 67
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Taking life easy, most
beautiful place in Viet
Nam [sic]. At least what I
seen of it.
To Grandma & Grandpa
With love your Grandson
Rick
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